AGENDA
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OVERCROWDING & REPAIR NEEDS COMMITTEE
(As authorized by Senate Bill 411 of the 2015 Legislative Session)
August 28, 2015 – 9 a.m.
201 W. Liberty Street, Suite 300
1. Opening Items – Chairman
a. Call to Order
b. Roll Call & Introductions
2. Public Comment*
3. Items for Discussion and Possible Action
a. Approval of the Minutes of the August 13, 2015 Meeting (For Discussion
And Possible Action)
b. Discussion and possible selection of a Vice Chair – Chairman (For Discussion
And Possible Action)
c. Overview of school construction needs in the Washoe County School District: Past, Present & Future – Chief Operating Officer Pete Etchart (For
Discussion Only)
d. Review of past efforts to generate revenue for school construction in
Washoe County School District – WCSD Staff (For Discussion Only)
e. Overview of proposed tax revenue to fund school construction in Washoe
County School District as authorized by Senate Bill 411(For Discussion Only)
f. Requests for future agenda items (For Discussion Only)
4. Public Comment*
5. Adjourn Meeting
∗

Comments from the public are invited at this time on topics not specifically addressed elsewhere
in the agenda. A yellow “Citizen’s Request to Speak” card should be filled out and submitted to
the Committee before speaking during the Public Comment section. Individuals are limited to
three minutes per item. The Panel is precluded from discussing or acting on items raised by Public Comment, which are not already on the agenda. The Panel may impose reasonable restrictions on the format allowed for public comment. Written comments submitted for public
comment may be submitted to the Panel and will be attached to the minutes of the meeting.

** Please note:
• Items on this agenda may be taken out of order;

•
•

The Committee may combine two or more agenda items for consideration; and
The Committee may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an
item on the agenda at any time.

Members of the public wishing to request supporting materials for this meeting or who are disabled and
require special accommodations at the meeting should contact Jennifer (JJ) Batchelder in writing at 425
East Ninth Street, Reno NV 89512, or by calling 775-789-4612 prior to the meeting date.
This agenda has been posted at the following locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Washoeschools.net
State of Nevada: notice.nv.gov
Washoe County School District Central Administrative Building
Washoe County Administration Building
Washoe County Courthouse
Incline Library
Reno City Hall
Sparks City Hall
Sparks Library
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Administration Building
Reno Sparks Indian Colony Administrative Office
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 13, 2015
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OVERCROWDING &
REPAIR NEEDS COMMITTEE MEETING
1.

Opening Items

T

a. Call to Order
The inaugural meeting of the Public Schools Overcrowding & Repair Needs
Committee was called to order by Washoe County School District (WCSD)
Superintendent Traci Davis, as authorized by Senate Bill 411 of the 2015 Legislative
Session, at 10:00 a.m. at The Chamber, 449, South Virginia Street, Reno, Nevada.

AF

b. Roll Call & Introductions

The committee members introduced themselves to each other and explained who
had represented and why they were interested in serving on the Committee. Those
present were: Assemblywoman Teresa Benitez-Thompson, Nevada State Assembly;
Dana Galvin, Washoe Education Association; Bridget Burckhard, Parent Teacher
Association; Greg Peek, Builders Association of Northern Nevada; Commissioner
Marsha Berkbigler, Washoe County Commission; Shaun Carey, City of Sparks; Len
Stevens, Chamber of Commerce; Senator Debbie Smith, Nevada State Senate; Todd
Koch, AFL-CIO; Steve Wolstenholme, Nevada Resort Association; Dylan Shaver, City
of Reno; Josh Hicks, Retail Association of Nevada; Mike Kazmierski, EDAWN; Mike
Cate, Oversight Panel for School Facilities.

R

2. Public Comment

There was no public comment at this time.
3. Items for Discussion and Possible Action

D

a. Introductions and Opening Remarks

Superintendent Traci Davis welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked them for
their commitment to the children in Washoe County, and stated reasons why this
issue is critical to WCSD and the children it serves. She introduced key staff from
the Washoe County School District who would provide administrative support to the
committee: Kristen McNeill, Chief of Staff; Pete Etchart, Chief Operations Officer;
Riley Sutton, School Capital Needs Initiative Public Relations Specialist; Chris Reich,
Interim Chief General Counsel; and Lindsay Anderson, Director of Government
Affairs.
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b. Discussion of the Statutory Role of the committee

T

Lindsay Anderson, Director of Government Affairs, WCSD, provided the committee
with an overview of their scope of authority as outlined in Senate Bill (SB) 411. The
committee has until April 2, 2016 to create a question to be placed on the November
2016 General Election ballot to raise additional funds for WCSD capital projects. If
the committee does not create such a question before then, the authority to do so
would expire. She also reviewed other sections of the Nevada Revised Statutes
applicable to the committee and the WCSD.
c. Action to appoint Chairman of the committee

AF

Mike Kazmierski nominated Shaun Carey as Chairman of the Public Schools
Overcrowding & Repair Needs Committee. The nomination was seconded by Mike
Cate.
No other nominations were provided.

The committee unanimously elected Shaun Carey as Chairman.

Chairman Carey thanked the committee and discussed the time-sensitive nature of
their work, as well as his belief that the committee’s work should focus on three
things in regards to school capital needs funding: the past, present and future.

R

d. Discussion and Determination of Future Agenda Items

D

Chairman Carey provided an opportunity for each committee member to suggest
possible future agenda topics, and each committee member provided their thoughts.
Topics included determining what the need of the schools and the District are and
how the community got to the present condition; reviewing data from the District on
the repair needs of each school; a presentation on and explanation of the taxes the
committee can consider changing, including their volatility and ability to bond
against their revenues; a discussion on if there were alternatives to increasing taxes
to fill the need; the probability of success of any ballot question and how to increase
that probability; development of a communication strategy regarding the needs of
the District, including information on why the extension of the District’s authority to
issue rollover bonds (SB119) would not meet the capital funding needs; what would
happen if the District did not receive the funding; hearing from educators about the
on-the-ground impacts of overcrowding and school repairs; learning how other
school district fund capital projects and best practices across the county; a
comparison of tax rates in Nevada related to capital funding; a briefing on prior
efforts to secure capital funding for WCSD and why they were not successful; the
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impact of the new Education Savings Accounts (vouchers) program from the State
Treasurer’s Office (SB302) on the District; a presentation by EDAWN on growth
projections; and figuring out how to simply explain the capital funding in the District.

e. Future Meeting Dates

T

It was determined the next agenda should include the following topics to provide
some historical context for the committee: the current and projected needs of the
schools and the impact the lack of capital funding caused; an overview of the five
taxes the committee would be able to consider changing; and historical efforts of
capital funding initiatives in Washoe County. Chairman Carey also requested an
item to select a Vice-Chair for the committee.

AF

The committee decided regular meetings should be held on a bi-weekly basis,
beginning Friday, August 28, 2015. The meetings would begin at 9:00 a.m. every
other Friday at The Chamber, if available.
4. Public Comment

There was no public comment at this time.
5. Adjourn Meeting

R

There being no further business to come before the members of the committee, Chairman
Carey declared the meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m.

D

____________________________
Shaun Carey, Chair

Overview of School
Construction Needs in
the WCSD: Past,
Present, & Future
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Repair Needs Committee
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Overview
• Current Situation
– Enrollment, Capacities, Funding

•
•
•
•
•
•

Repair and Renovation Needs
Projected Regional Growth
Growth Projection Impacts on WCSD
Funding: Repair, Renovation, & School Construction
Going Forward: Short-term and Long-term
The Impacts of School Building Funding
2

WCSD Enrollment
• 2012/13 = 62,424 (+204 students)
• 2013/14 = 62,986 (+562 students)
• 2014/15 = 63,108 (+122 students)

3

Current School Capacities*
Elementary Schools
• 103.5% of capacity (94.3% utilizing portable classrooms)

Middle Schools
• 95.7% of capacity (95.2% utilizing portable classrooms)

High Schools
• 109.0% of capacity (100.9% utilizing portable classrooms)
WCSD currently utilizing 228+ temporary portable classrooms
(14 at McQueen HS, 10 at Brown ES, etc..) with many over 30 years in age.
* Capacity is based on classes as a percentage of available classrooms (8/11/15)

4

School Construction Funding

The Property Tax rollover bond is WCSD’s only major source of
funding for new schools and repairs and renovations to older schools.
5

School Building
Property Tax Comparison
• Washoe County  $0.3885 / $100 appraised value
• Clark County  $0.5534 / $100 appraised value

42% difference

6

How did we get here – Funding
• 2002 Rollover Bond: $551m total
– All funds spent or committed, built 5 schools (2 elem.,
3 middle), expanded 2 high schools, critical repairs to
older schools, upgraded tech., safety improvements, etc.
– Was not renewed in 2012 due to no bonding capacity
• Bonding authority extended by Legislature during 2015 session

• 2007 and 2008: SB 154  “WCSD-1” ballot question
• 2013: AB 46  Legislature, then County Commission
7

Current Funding
(1) Government Service Tax: emergency repairs,
abatement and inspection programs, etc.
(2) Property Tax: Repair, Renovation, and
Construction of Schools
– Revenue increases limited by Property Tax Cap, etc.
– Projected to generate ≈$20m per year average from
2016-2023
– Projected to generate ≈$90m per year after that.

8

Repair and Renovation
• “Major” repair, replacement, or upgrade of
existing District infrastructure that has had it's
useful life expire.

9

Current Situation: Repair & Renovation Needs
• AVERAGE SCHOOL AGE – 39 years
• Repairs and Renovations: $25M
per year minimum funding need.
• Every school has identified needs.
• The majority of the projects are
for necessary maintenance and
system replacement.

• 93 schools in WCSD
• 33 percent are more than 30
years old since opened or
revitalized
• 10 percent are more than 50
years old since opened or
revitalized
• More than 7 million square
feet of building space to
maintain

10

Ten Year Repair and Renovation Needs

11

WCSD Data Gallery

• On-line data dashboards of:
– School Capacity &
Utilization
– Past Facility Expenditures
– School Repair and
Renovation Needs

12

Moving Forward: Economic Development
Increased
Student
Opportunities!
and
WCSD
Challenges!
13

Washoe County Growth Projections
• Economic Planning Indicator Committee (EPIC) - 1.7%
avg. population growth to 2019
– 5,318 new students by 2019; 10,765 new students by 2024
– EDAWN utilizing 2.4% average population growth

• Pre-Recession Student Enrollment Growth Rates (19882004) – 3.5% average with 5.1% peak

14

15

16

Charter & Private Schools (2013/14)
WCSD enrollment: 62,986 (≈83% est.*)
Charter Schools
• WCSD-sponsored charter schools: 2,567 (3.4%)
• State-sponsored charter schools: 2,268 (3.0%)
– U.S. average is ≈350 students/school (typically 300-600)
– Schools generally have a very specific educational focus

Private Schools & Davidson Academy: 3,694 (4.9%)
Other: ≈4,372 est. (5.7%)
* Percentages based on comparing WCSD 1st -12th grade enrollment to State Demographer
estimate of Washoe County 6-18 population (≈83%)

17

Allocating Growth Projections to Individual
School Attendance Zones
• Approved Developments, Planned Unit Developments, etc.
• Residential Land Study with Truckee Meadows Regional
Planning Agency (Joint Work Program)

18

Projected School Enrollment and Classroom Needs

19

Highest Current New School Needs
• Damonte Ranch Elementary School
– Relieves Brown ES, Double Diamond ES

• Damonte Ranch High School addition
• Sun Valley Middle School
– Relieves Traner MS, Sparks MS, Sun Valley ES, Allen ES,
Cannan ES, Maxwell ES, Mitchell ES, Palmer ES, Kate Smith ES

• Spanish Springs Middle School
– Relieves Shaw MS, Mendive MS, Beasley ES, Hall ES, Taylor
ES, Spanish Springs ES, Van Gorder ES, Sepulveda ES

• New High School in Spanish Springs / NW Reno
20

10 year Projection - New School Needs (millions)
Total New School Needs
10-year (2024)
New
Schools

Approx. Cost*

Elementary Schools

9

$207 M

Middle Schools

4

$220 M

High Schools

3½

$385 M

Total Cost*

$812 M

* In todays dollars; new schools based on EPIC 1.7% avg. population growth

21

Need versus Funding
Funding: $20 million per year
Needs: $116 million per year
– Repairs/Renovations: $25 million per year
– New Construction: $81 million per year
– Inflation, Financing, etc.: $10 million per year

Funding Shortfall: $96 million per year
* based on EPIC 1.7% avg. population growth, yearly average based on 10-year need

22

WCSD Funding: Repair, Renovation, &
Construction
New Schools Now: 1 E; 2 M; 1.5 HS
Additional Schooled Need By 2019: 4E; 1M;
Additional Schools By 2024; 3E; 1M; 1HS
1,200
1,000
800

= $255M
= $145M
= $209M

Inflation / Cost of Bonds 7%
New School By 2024
New School By 2019
New School Needs Now
Repair & Renovations

600
400
200
0

$M

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Extended Bonding Authority

$900M
Gap!

New Homes: Students & Funding
• Brand new $300,000 home
– ≈$5,000 in initial WCSD property tax bonding capacity
– 4,600 homes needed to bond for a new $23 million
Elementary School (ES)

• Impact of 4,600 new homes
– 1,122 ES students, 290 MS students, 556 HS students
– New School Building Need = ≈$80 million

• Lag between home built and taxes received
24

Time to Build New Schools
• Planning, design, permitting, & construction
time to build new schools
– 2-3 years for ES; 3-4 years for MS; 4-5 years for HS

25

Short-term Options

26

Rezoning
• District wide rebalancing and spot rezoning
– Tim DuFault, President & CEO – Cuningham Group

27

Existing Building Options
• Location
• Zoning & Restrictions
• Code compliance
– “Essential “ facilities
– Mechanical systems, etc.

• School amenities
• Cost to convert
• Time to convert
28

Portables Not The Solution!

WCSD Currently has 228 Temporary Portable
Classrooms – Many Over 30 Years Old

‘Draft’ Administrative Regulation 6111
School Calendars/Schedules to Relieve Overcrowding

30

Long-term Solution

31

Public Schools Overcrowding and
Repair Needs Committee
• Community Issue → Community Solution
• Your time and work is Appreciated and Vital

32

Economic Impact of Lack of Funding
• “…every $1 of preventative maintenance that
is deferred will result in $4 of expenditures to
ultimately repair or replace those building
systems.”
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
SchoolDude.com, Maintenance vs. Renewal: 4-to-1 Cost Differential, 2013

33

Economic Impact of Proper Funding
• “Elementary and middle school construction
raised home values by 1.3 percent per $10,000
of per-student expenditure, and the number of
school zone residents attending public school
rose by up to 4.4 percent per $10,000”
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
IZA Discussion Paper: The Effect of School Construction on Test Scores, School Enrollment, and Home
Prices, November 2011

34

Teacher Retention Impact of Lack of Funding
• “…researchers reported that the physical
condition of the school facility was a
significant predictor of retention rate. …the
poor physical condition of a facility played a
larger role in teachers’ decisions to leave a
school than did dissatisfaction with pay.”
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
Buckley, J., Schneider, M., & Shang, Y., The Effects of School Facility Quality on Teacher Retention in
Urban School Districts, 2004

35

Teacher Retention Impact of Proper Funding
• “Studies have consistently found that quality
teachers are attracted to and remain longer at
higher quality school buildings.”
–
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
Buckley, J., Schneider, M., & Shang, Y., The Effects of School Facility Quality on Teacher Retention in
Urban School Districts, 2004
Yeoman, 2012, Filardo et al., 2011

36

Student Attitudes Impact of Lack of Funding
• “The failure to invest in school buildings sends
a cynical message of indifference to students,
rather than showing them that we value their
education.”
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
The American Federation of Teachers, 2006

37

Student Attitudes Impact of Proper Funding
• “Pre- and post-move surveys administered to high
school students…found…the proportion of
students who said they felt safe at school most or
all of the time increased from 57 percent to 87
percent. The proportion of students who said they
felt proud of their school increased from 43
percent to 77 percent.”
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
Rudd, P. Reed, F., & Smith, P., The Effects of the School Environment on Young People’s Attitudes
Toward Education and Learning, 2008

38

Student Achievement Impact of Lack of Funding
• “…students in deteriorating school buildings
score between 5 to 11 percentile points lower
on standardized achievement tests than
students in modern buildings, after controlling
for income level.”
–
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
IZA Discussion Paper: The Effect of School Construction on Test Scores, School Enrollment, and Home
Prices, November 2011
Filardo et al., 2011; Hatfield, 2011; Cash & Twiford, 2010; Wilson, 2008; Earthman, 2004; U.S.
Department of Education, 2000

39

Student Achievement Impact of Proper Funding
• “…elementary students who escaped severe
overcrowding by moving to a new elementary
school…enjoyed achievement gains equivalent
to about 65 days of additional instruction per
year.”
–
–

Council of the Great City Schools, Reversing the Cycle of Deterioration in the Nation’s Public School
Buildings, October 2014
PACE Policy Brief 12-2,School of Education, Stanford University: New Schools, Overcrowding Relief,
and Achievement Gains in Los Angeles – Strong Returns from a $19.5 Billion Investment, August 2012

40

WCSD Mission:
“Every Child, By Name And Face, To Graduation”

Questions ?
41
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History of WCSD Capital Funding Measures
1998: School Bond Questions Part A&B

At the 1998 General Election, Washoe County School District placed two concurrent questions on the
ballot. The first, “Part A,” authorized WCSD to issue $131m of general obligation bonds against property
tax revenues for the construction of the new high schools (North Valleys HS, Spanish Springs HS and
Damonte Ranch HS), upgrades to existing schools and financing related to the acquisition of the Damonte
Ranch HS site and water rights associated with the new high schools. Part A did not raise property taxes
above the previously established school debt service rate of $0.3485 per $100 in assessed value.
Under “Part B,” WCSD asked voters to approve an additional $47.2m of general obligation bonds for the
construction of four new elementary schools, upgrades to existing schools and establishment of a school
for technical/alternative education. Part B proposed to raise property taxes by $0.04 per $100 in
assessed value and bonds could not be issued unless Part A was also approved.

Both measures passed with Part A winning 65% of the vote and Part B winning 57% of the vote. With the
passage of Part B, the current WCSD debt service rate of $0.3885 per $100 in assessed value was
established.

2002: Ten-year Rollover Bond

In November 2002, Washoe County residents approved a 10-year rollover bond measure for WCSD in a
64.2% to 35.7% vote. Despite initial projections of $309m in bonding capacity, the rollover bond
generated approximately $551m for WCSD before its expiration in 2012. Bonds funded school
construction, improvements to older schools, technology upgrades, transportation improvements, land
acquisition and water rights, including:
• Construction of two new elementary schools (Hall & Sepulveda ES)
• Construction of three new middle schools (Shaw, Cold Springs & Depaoli MS)
• Expansion of two high schools (North Valleys & Spanish Springs HS)
• Remodeling of the Regional Technical Institute (now AACT)
• Addition of 31 portable classrooms
• Revitalization of 22 elementary schools
• Security upgrades at middle and high schools
• Window upgrades
• ADA upgrades at 38 facilities
• Math and science tech labs at 13 middles schools
• HVAC upgrades at 56 facilities
• Roof replacements at 69 facilities
• Pavement repairs at 60 facilities
• Floor repairs at 78 facilities
• Fire alarm upgrades at 52 facilities
• Playground improvements at 59 elementary schools
• Upgraded or replaced bleachers at 13 schools
• $72.6m in technology upgrades
When the ten-year rollover bond expired in 2012, WCSD was left without any major source of funding for
school construction and repair.

History of WCSD Capital Funding Measures
2008: Senate Bill 154 – Washoe County Schools Construction and Revitalization Advisory Committee

Sponsored by the GOP controlled Senate Taxation Committee, SB154 of the 2007 Legislative Session
created the Washoe County Schools Construction and Revitalization Advisory Committee. The bill
required the committee to prepare recommendations for the imposition of taxes to fund capital projects
for WCSD upon approval by the voters at the 2008 General Election. With largely similar composition to
today’s Public Schools Overcrowding and Repair Needs Committee, the SB154 Committee proposed
WCSD-1, a binding ballot question that would have raised sales and use taxes by 0.25% and raised
Governmental Services Taxes by 0.5%. WCSD-1’s tax increases were expected to generate more than
$23m per year. On the ballot in the midst of the economic turmoil of 2008, WCSD-1 failed with 54.7% of
voters opposed.

2011: Assembly Bill 183 – School Works

Sponsored by then-Assemblywoman Debbie Smith (D-Sparks), AB183 of the 2011 Legislative Session
was designed to free up additional bonding capacity by reducing the amount of reserve funds school
districts are required to maintain for the repayment of bonds. Existing law required districts to maintain
a reserve fund at least equal to the lesser of the amount of principal and interest payments due on all
outstanding bonds in the next fiscal year, or 10% of the principal amount of all outstanding bonds of the
district. Under AB183, the amount of reserve funds required was reduced to 25% of the amount of
principal and interest payments due in the next fiscal year. The reduction in required reserve funding
generated $50m-$75m in one-time additional bonding capacity for WCSD under the 2002 rollover bond.

2013: Assembly Bill 46 – WCSD Capital Projects

Sponsored by WCSD itself, AB46 of the 2013 Legislative Session originally imposed an additional 0.25%
of sales tax and $0.05 per $100 in assessed value in property tax in Washoe County to fund school
repairs. The tax increase was expected to generate $20m annually at a cost of less than $8 per month for
the average Washoe County family. Rather than impose the policy through traditional legislative means,
the Assembly adopted an amendment from then-Assemblyman David Bobzien (D-Reno) that instead
required a two-thirds vote of the Washoe County Commission to implement the taxes. AB46 as amended
passed the Assembly and Senate with over two-thirds of each house in support.
More than five months after Governor Sandoval signed AB46, the Washoe County Commission
considered AB46’s tax increases for a vote in November, 2013. Despite WCSD efforts to demonstrate the
crucial need for school repair funding, Commissioner Kitty Jung’s motion to approve the measure died
without a second.

2015: Senate Bill 411 – Public Schools Overcrowding and Repair Needs Committee

Similar to SB154 of the 2007 Legislative Session, SB411 of the 2015 Legislative Session establishes the
Public Schools Overcrowding and Repair Needs Committee to study school construction and repair
funding needs and authorizes the committee to present a binding ballot question to the voters at the
2016 General Election. The committee is authorized to consider five different taxes for inclusion on a
ballot question: sales and use tax, governmental services tax, real property transfer tax, transient lodging
tax and property tax. With voter approval, property tax may be raised above the $3.66 per $100 in
assessed value statutory cap.
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PSORN Committee: Taxes Under Consideration
Transient Lodging Tax

The Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority is the administrator and collection agent for all
transient lodging license taxes imposed within Washoe County. Tax rates are 13.5% of gross transient
lodging revenues within the City of Sparks, 13.5% of gross transient lodging revenues within the
downtown of the City of Reno, and 13% of gross transient lodging revenues of properties not located in
the downtown of the City of Reno and all unincorporated areas of Washoe County. In addition, a $2 per
night surcharge is assessed on room rentals at properties possessing non-restricted gaming licenses in
downtown Reno. While 5/8 of one percent of the room tax rate funds school capital construction in Clark
County, WCSD capital projects does not receive funding from the Transient Lodging Tax.

Governmental Services Tax

Government Services Tax (GST), established under NRS 371 in lieu of a property tax on vehicles, is based
on 35% of the manufacturer's suggested retail price and an allowance for depreciation. The Basic
Government Services Tax is 4 cents per dollar of valuation. The amount of GST distributed to a county
school district is based on a statutory formula that is a function of the assessed value in the county and
the property tax rates in place in FY 1980-81, except the school district’s debt service property tax rate is
the levy for FY 1977-78 unless the current debt service rate is higher than the FY 1977-78 rate.

Real Property Transfer Tax

The Real Property Transfer Tax (RPTT) was originally imposed in 1968 on transfers of real property. The
current rate in Washoe County is $2.05 per $500 in assessed value. Of the $2.05 rate, $1.30 is deposited in
the State General Fund, $0.55 is distributed through the local government Consolidated Tax distribution,
$0.10 is for low-income housing, and $0.10 funds local government under the Local Government Tax Act
(LGTA). In Clark County, $0.60 of RPTT goes toward funding school capital construction. WCSD does not
receive any portion of RPTT.

Sales and Use Tax

Retailers in Nevada collect a minimum statewide sales tax rate of 6.85% of gross receipts from the sale of
tangible personal property. The minimum sales tax rate has four components: the 2% basic sales tax
deposited in the state General Fund, the 2.6% Local School Support Tax, the 0.5% Basic City-County Relief
Tax and the 1.75% Supplemental City-County Relief Tax. In addition to the statewide minimum tax rate, a
number of optional local taxes are imposed on Washoe County retail sales: 0.375% for public
transportation, road construction and air quality improvement; 0.125% for infrastructure, 0.25% under
the Local Government Tax Act 1991 and 1993; and 0.125% for the Railroad Grade Separation Project
(train trench). Certain categories of tangible personal property, such as groceries, fuel, medicine and
others are exempted from sales tax. Currently, sales and use taxes do not fund school capital projects in
Washoe County.

Property Tax

Property taxes fund the majority of WCSD capital projects. In Washoe County, property tax rates vary by
jurisdiction, with residents of Reno and Sparks paying the statutorily capped rate of $3.66 per $100 in
assessed value. $0.75 of the property tax rate funds WCSD operations, while $0.3885 is used to service
school district capital improvement debt. In Clark County, $.5534 of property tax is used to service school
district capital improvement debt. With voter approval, property taxes may be raised above the $3.66
statutory cap.
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Future Agenda Items

As Requested by the Public Schools Overcrowding & Repair Needs Committee
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Tax Analysis - overview of sources, rates, revenue, debt service, and regional comparisons
National landscape of alternative school models including efficiencies, multitrack, and out of the
box thinking
Other counties models to fund school construction and how our tax efforts compare
Academic impact of overcrowding – national and local perspective
Impacts to schools if no additional funding is provided
EDAWN economic update
Potential and need for corporate partnerships
Fiscal impact of the 2015 legislation session – new revenue for academic programs and the
impact of those programs on school buildings (full day k, class size, zoom schools, mental health
professionals).
Campaign Questions
o Analysis of the likelihood of success
o If failure, then what?
o And how to increase the likelihood of success
o Who’s the opposition
o Ability and desire for polling
o Analysis of a yes vote vs. no vote

